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                                            Lesson #79 U.S. History  
                                                 The Jazz Age Social  
 
      The war had caused the American society to worry about its values. The eastern and southern 
European immigrants in with different religions, languages, and cultures. Congress acted with 
new laws to control or slow down the shifting trends. Part of it was based in Xenophobia and 
part to make the new immigrants Americans. A quota system was established based on the 1890 
census using proportions of the  population in the country at that time. In other words, limiting 
Asians, Catholics, and Jewish immigration with National Origins Act 1924, the Oriental 
Exclusion Act, and the Johnson Act 1924 (barred Japanese). By 1930 there was a 1-10 Americans 
who was foreign born and some 20% of Americans had at least one parent born Abroad.  
      The rise of the New South after 1876 and segregation spread across the country resulting in 
race riots in 1919. The Supreme Court had approved this segregation with the ruling in the 
Plessy v. Ferguson case of Separate but Equal doctrine. Southern think expanded into the 
Democrat Party and no Democrat could not win a national election without the Solid South.  
      The Ku Klux Klan (From the Greek word Kuklo (ku-kloi = circle or band) had been a tool for 
intimidation after the Civil War. First Empire 1865 to 1872 Started at Pulaski, Tenn. 1865 - Then 
re-Organized in Nashville, Tenn. It was in 1867 reorganized with Confederate General Nathan 
Bedford Forrest as Grand Wizard. This organization was ended when the federal passed the Ku 
Klux Klan Act of 1870-71. The Civil Rights Act and Force Acts and the 13th, 14th, and 15th 
Amendments help to end the Klan’s power in the South. By 1876 things in the South shifted to 
policies of the old south.  
      Second Ku Klux Klan 1914-present (The Invisible Empire) was established in Atlanta, Georgia 
(Stone Mountain) by William Joseph Simmons a Methodist preacher with 15 members.  Then in 1920 
Edward Young Clarke and Elizabeth Tyler (a widow) extended Klan outside the South with a  
National Magazine with 5 1/2 million members in 40 States by 1925 that was viewed as a social club.  
        They had been fundraiser for the Red Cross, YMCA, and Anti-Saloon League. Fund raising was 
set aside for the re-emergence of nativism and the patriotism and to restore God in the communities. 
They found allies in the Populus Party like Thomas E. Watson. The new Klan now hated all people 
but WASP (White Anglo Saxton Protestants 100%). Race was no longer the sole factor in the hate. 
Ones religions and political and social beliefs were targets. The Klan used the ideas of protecting the 
weak and the Constitution as a tool to add new recruits.       
      Results was the ‘Solid South’ for Democratic Party a termed that was first used at the 
Democratic convention in 1924. By 1923 there were 5 million members, in the Klan and they  
controlled the state legislatures in Texas, Oklahoma, Oregon, and Indiana as well as many major 
cities. Hollywood made a film of the heroic Klan (The Birth of a Nation). President Wilson had a 
showing in the White House.  
      The decline came in 1925 with David Stephenson the Klan leader in Indiana with his murder and 
raping his secretary. He had tossed her body outside a hospital and drove off. He was convicted and 
then pardon in 1950 by the States Democratic leaders. He broke pardon that same year and sent back 
to prison and pardon again in 1956 with the condition he leave the State. The Klan was exposed for 
what it was behind the Patriotism and Church values was an evil organization and the members began 
membership dropping to 200,000.   
        The Klan’s platform came from the Populist Party. Thomas E. Watson in Georgia was a 
Populist that work with the Freedmen up into the 1890’s as a Populist. By 1900 he was identifying as 
a White Supremacist. The Old Planter society divided to poor working men in the South. White 
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sharecroppers were removed to be replaced by Black sharecroppers. Turning sharecroppers against 
one another. The Mississippi Plan of tarring & feathering, whipping, or flogging, branding, lynching, 
of the First Empire was reborn in the Second. Secrecy and violence, control poor Blacks and Whites 
when necessary, rallying supporters with the and Symbols Holy Cross & American flag.        
Basic Beliefs: Anti-Jewish, Anti-Catholic, Anti-Oriental. & Anti-Liberal  
    Regalia – White Robe and Hood with embroidery for leadership    
    Terms:                                              
               Imperial Wizard                                    
              Grand Dragon 
               Grand Cyclops       = President (Exalted) 
               Grand Magu s        = Vice President (Klaliff) 
               Grand Turk.           = Marshal 
               Grand Exchequer   = treasure (Klabee)  
                King Kleagles 
                Kleagles 
                Klokard – propagandist 
                Kludd – Chaplain 
                Titaus  
                Hydras, Furies & Goblins 
                Nighthawks 
                Terrors 
                Kamellia – women’s auxiliary  
               Kloran – rival book   
      Rituals – Secrecy and violence – symbols flag and cross 
                       “Kigy” “Klansman, I greet you” 
                       “Itsub” “In the sacred, unfailing bond” 
                      “Ayak” 
                       “Akia”   
      Part of the terror campaign was the use of Lynching begun by Colonel Charles Lynch of 
Virginia. He hung so many that Lynching became part of the vocabulary. After the Great War 
there were in 1917 -34 Lynching, in 1918 – 60, in 1919 – 70 and of these 10 were in uniforms of 
the U.S. Military. Between 1918 – 1927 Lynching took 416 Blacks, 38 Whites and of these 42 
were burned alive, 8 hacked to death and 11 were women of which 3 were pregnant.  
 
African American Response: 
      Ida B. Wells pushed for Federal anti-lynching law – Democratic Party blocked legislations  
making lynching a Federal crime by the Solid South. The NAACP organized in 1910 started  
hanging a flag every time a Lynching occurred.  
      In the North the Harlem Renaissance was taking shape. Marcus Garvey introduce Negro 
nationalism with "Up, You Mighty Race" and “Black is Beautiful” and a move to return to Africa 
organization 500,000 membership. He was arrested for mail fraud and deported and went to live in 
England.  
      The great migration from the South to the North was encourage by northern Black newspapers. 
They came bring a new sound out of New Orleans that was adopted and change in northern cities 
Jazz.  Oscar De Priest was the first Black Congressman elected from the North.  
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Crime                      
      The Policing of Crime during the 1920’s saw a shift from foot beat patrols to cars. Street 
Justice of the Foot beat patrols was curtailed by reformers. Crime was becoming organized. 
Crooks were on the cutting-edge crime and a step ahead of law enforcement. The first 
automobile theft was chased by an officer on horseback. Police reacted to new methods and 
innovations in crime. 
      Prohibition gave crime a national platform to organize around. National organization linked 
power to a fewer crime Bosses. Local ethnic community gangs either joined or were removed in 
gang wars. Only large criminal organization were able to hold on to their territory in a temporary 
truce.  
      Crime reporting became National giving the impression of an increase in crime. Al Capone 
started in New York with the Johnny Torrio's Five Point Gang. He moved to Chicago and built an 
empire of 700 men. Competition came from the Irish O' Banion Gang that was run out of a florist 
shop. Then on February 14, 1926 members of Capone’s gang went to the SMC Cartage Company 
(a garage) on Clark street dress as police officers in three Police uniform and two as plain clothes 
officers and executed members of the O' Banion Gang.  
       St. Valentine's Day Massacre made the national news. The O' Banion Gang turned around and 
hit Capone's headquarters at the Hawthorne Hotel. The gang loaded up in eight vehicles and fired 
machine guns out the window in DRIVE-BY. The first shots were blanks to warn the innocent 
hotel guests. The Italians were building a criminal empire. Between 1920 and 1930 there were  
some 500 gangland murders. 
       Reasons for crime increase: 
         1.  Mass media - radio news 
         2.  Automobile - made escape easy 
         3.  Prohibition - consolidated crime industry into big business - Mafia style 
         4.  New weapons into criminal hands - Thompson Submachine gun 
         5.  Wink at small crime – street justice  
         6.  Political apathy of corruption – on the take  
 
Change to Urban Society: 
      Culture change was changing the face of America. By the 1920’s urban life outnumber rural 
life. The yeoman farmer became “hick’s” and “hillbillies” the city worker became the backbone 
of the new industrial society. The show case trial for the new change was the trial of a biology 
teacher named John Scope. The State of Tennessee passed a law prohibiting the teaching of 
evolution. John Thomas Scope was a sub-science teacher and football coach. He was arrested and 
placed on trial. There were a number of reasons for the trial. First as a test case on the law. It may 
have also been a chance for the Chamber of Commerce to get the city noticed. Plus, the story made 
for news coverage for radio and newspapers. The Baltimore Sun sent H. L. Mencken to cover the 
story. It was said the south was an “intellectual desert” and  “Thou shall not Think”. Altogether there  
were some 100 reporters sent to covered case which was broadcast on WGN radio.        
      The State was represented by William Jennings Bryan (The Great Commoner) who ran 3 times 
as a candidate for President. John Scope’s was represented by Clarence Darrow who said, “If bigots 
ban this - then you can ban anything in the future”. The trial began with Judge carried Bible into 
courtroom. Mencken’s had an editorial cartoon drawn when the trial was moved outdoors because of 
heat that have the city leaders sitting in a tree watching the trail. Each person’s face was on a monkey.  
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      The trial became a contest between "Hicks and Yokels" (Yeoman farmer) rural vs. urban city 
factory workers and a contract between the north vs. south once more. During the trail Bryan quoted 
Bishop Usher that said the Earth created Oct. 23, 4004 B.C. at 9 a.m. and introduce the Bible into the 
case. The judge did not allow scientific evidence to introduce. Then Darrow called Bryan as a witness 
asking him question on the Bible. How did snake move before sin? and How was there morning 
without the Sun? making Bryan look foolish. John Scope lost the trial and paid a small fine.  
By 1920 city living became the majority and rural life at 40% by 1930.  
Farms: had better machines  
  1913 - 35.5 million tons of wheat 
  1920 - 25.8 million tons of wheat a 40% drop 
  1930 - 38.1 million tons of wheat  
The rural population dropped 20% even with a high birth rate 
Fundamentalism vs. Evolution 
    1. Resist modernism - back to basics 
    2. Defend Bible literally - Evangelist  
    3. Stop anti-Christian tendencies 
    4. Infallibility of Bible - Virgin birth 
    5. Resurrection - Second coming 
      Women’s Suffrage - 19th Amendment = Suffrage (vote) for women  
Prior to World War I only four nations allowed women the vote and 11 state in United States (New 
Zealand, Australia, Finland, and Norway -France would not give the vote to women until 1945)  
      Families were smaller and children dependent longer. It was not long ago in the past that one was 
a baby them NOT. As soon as one could work, he or she was given a job. Those under 10 years old 
could be executed for crimes. The Duke of Albemarle gave a speech in Parliament when he was 13 
years old. At the time of the American Revolution a four year could sign a contract with a mark that 
committed that four-year old to work for the next 25 years. By the 1920 young people were 
developing a period of life between baby and adult called teenager.  
      The automobile changed courting a young female at her home and front porch to a new Dating 
calling. Youth was claiming freedom from family, work, culture, and dress.  
       Margaret Sanger  was pushing for birth control to protect women from cycle of  pregnancy with  
Abortion. She also advocated the theory of eugenics that believed that society could remove human 
defects by sterilization. The Supreme Court up-held force sterilization in Buck vs. Bell in 1927. Thirty 
States adopted eugenic laws.  
       Drugs and the Devil Weed Marijuana became a street drug in the 1920’s along with the old 
standards of cocaine, opium, morphine and heroin. The flow of smuggled drugs was to such an 
extend thar Custom Agents could not suppress the flow according to Secretary of Treasury Andrew 
Melon in 1921.  
    Social Changes: 
    Flapper's   = (from galoshes open and flapping)  young girls  
    Kissing in public – if stars on screen can Why Not? 
    Women working outside the home – Middle class and up  
    Women smoke and drink in public -  
    Youth extended to 18 years 
    Sports entertainment for spectators  


