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                                          Lesson #64 U.S. History  
                                                            Imperialism 
 
1890 saw two books published that changed America. Frederick J. Turner publish a book on the 
end of the frontier in America. Then the same year Alfred T. Mahan published the Influence of 
Sea Power. The new frontier became expansion into the world. The Navy and later Teddy 
Roosevelt set out to build a great Naval power. Sailing ships were out and steel ship powered by 
coal were the future. A modern navy needed coaling stations. The world was building their 
navies and collection coaling stations. 
 
New York newspapers were rushing to increase circulation with wild stories (Yellow 
Journalism). The New York Herald sent Henry Morton Stanley to fine Dr. David Livingston on 
the “Dark Continent” Africa in 1871. Africa had been settled on the coast and few ventured into 
the interior. The African continent has escarpments two-thirds around it and deserts at both ends 
with jungle between with lots of life forms. Stanley was willing to take the chance of diseases 
and walk into the unknown for a story. He found Livingston who was not lost and became a 
famous explorer. That brought back stories of the interior of Africa. The rush was on to grab 
Africa for European powers.  

 
 
Otto von Bismarck of Germany called a conference in Berlin in 1884 to divide up Africa without 
going to war. Trible territory was not considered, and a native group found itself controlled by 
two or three European powers. Imperialism was in full swing and by 1910 only two African 
nations were controlled by African Egypt under British protection  
and Liberia (American ex-slaves).  
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As the American Navy was looking to expand its coaling station in the world the Southern 
agricultural part of the nation was looking to expand its control of agriculture in Latin America 
and other places. Cuba had been a subject of interest for many years. The revolt there gave an 
excuse to grab Spanish territory in the Western and Eastern Hemispheres called the Spanish 
American War.  
 
Germany, Great Britain, and the U.S.A met at Samoa and war was averted by dividing the 
Islands between the U.S. and Germany.  
 
Spanish/American War began with the sinking of the USS Maine 
Commodore George Dewey on the USS Olympia (full electrical power ship that made other 
navies obsolete) captured Manila Bay and with the help of Emilio Aguinaldo defeated the 
Spanish.  

   
Dewey Crossed the “T” all his guns faced the Spanish Fleet. Only the forward guns came into 
play on the American.  
 
Everyone rush to Florida to board ships for Cuba. Teddy’s Rough Riders did not get their horse 
on board. The Ten Calvary did get on board but not with their horses. The navy had an easy time 
with the Spanish Fleet some of their ships had pole painted to look like naval guns. Money was 
short for upgrades.  

   
On land the American Army was commanded by some ex-Confederate officers one which yelled 
insults at the “Damn Yankee’s”.  
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Teddy and the Rough Riders were assigned Kettle Hill and the Ten was at San Juan Hill.   
 

  
Rough Riders                                                                         The “Ten” 
 

 
 
Far East 
China was already being cut up by European powers with the Opium Wars and expansion of 
Russia, Germany, and France. The Boxer Rebellion unleashed the European, American and 
Japanese Powers on China.   
 
Japan had entered the world as a power in 1895 by defeating China in Korea and then sinking 
two Russian Fleets (the Japanese fleet crossed the “T”) and beating up the Russian Army in the 
far east army.  
 
Teddy invited the Japanese and Russian to Portsmouth naval base to discuss peace. That is where 
the Great White Fleet was stations. He gave the impression that which ever side choice not to 
sign the fleet would join the other. The treaty was signed I 1905.  
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The American Nation went to war against the Spanish for land (South) and coaling station 
(North) at the end the land was not completely taken, and the navy had its coaling stations.  
T.R went on the build the Panama Canal after supporting a rebellion against Columbia. 
 

     
 
Europe and European decedents saw evolution in progress. Their time has as the ones who 
conquer the New World, Asia, Africa, and the Pacific. It had nothing to do with guns.  
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                   Rudyard Kipling Poem The White Man’s Burden 1899 
 
Take up the White Man's burden—                   Take up the White Man's burden--       
    Send forth the best ye breed—                           Ye dare not stoop to less--                  
Go bind your sons to exile                                 Nor call too loud on Freedom                         
   To serve your captives' need;                              To cloke your weariness;                    
To wait in heavy harness,                                   By all ye cry or whisper,                      
   On fluttered folk and wild—                               By all ye leave or do,                   
Your new-caught, sullen peoples,                      The silent, sullen peoples                           
   Half-devil and half-child.                                   Shall weigh your gods and you. 
                          
Take up the White Man's burden--                     Take up the White Man's burden— 
   In patience to abide,                                            Have done with childish days— 
To veil the threat of terror                                  The lightly proferred laurel,  
   And check the show of pride;                             The easy, ungrudged praise.  
By open speech and simple,                               Comes now, to search your manhood 
   An hundred times made plain                             Through all the thankless years  
To seek another's profit,                                     Cold, edged with dear-bought wisdom,  
   And work another's gain.                                    The judgment of your peers! 
 
Take up the White Man's burden—               
   The savage wars of peace—                          
Fill full the mouth of Famine                         
   And bid the sickness cease;                           
And when your goal is nearest                      
   The end for others sought,                             
Watch sloth and heathen Folly                      
   Bring all your hopes to nought.   
                   
4) Take up the White Man's burden-- 
   No tawdry rule of kings, 
But toil of serf and sweeper-- 
  The tale of common things. 
The ports ye shall not enter, 
  The roads ye shall not tread, 
Go mark them with your living,   
  And mark them with your dead. 
 
Take up the White Man's burden-- 
   And reap his old reward: 
The blame of those ye better, 
   The hate of those ye guard-- 
The cry of hosts ye humour 
   (Ah, slowly!) toward the light:-- 
"Why brought he us from bondage, 
   Our loved Egyptian night? 
 


