
Community
There was a time when America was rural and everyone knew his or her 

neighbor. The community would rally and lend a helping hand when one of the 
community had a setback. A barn burned down and neighbors would show up 
to rebuild, or a farmer had an accident and could not plow his field and others 
would show up with a team of horses or a tractor to plow for the injured farmer. 
The communication system was a wooden box phone on the wall that had 
“party lines” on which neighbors would listen in to conversations. One ring was 
your line, and two rings were someone else’s line; and if you had nothing to do, 
why not listen in to the conversation? It was a good system for knowing what 
was happening in the community. We look back at those days with nostalgia for 
times passed by.

Then in the 1960s, the wall phone became a plastic box in various colors on 
the wall, with a phone cord that could reach any room in the house so that a 
parent could watch the children running around the house while on the phone. 
The party lines were also almost a thing of the past. The community had 
become more urban and mobile, and communication was done at PTA meetings, 
play days or the market to find out what was happening in the community. 

By the 1990s, the community information system was beginning to move 
to the new www and flip phones. That connected the community to the larger 
world for information. There was a flood of information being delivered to the 
community each day. Local information was getting lost in the mix.

That all changed in 2004 with Facebook. Local community information 
started to become available on new electronic systems: Twitter, Instagram, 
Snapchat and local social networks. One of these is Nextdoor.com, which is a 
free private social network for neighborhood communities. The impact of these 
networks can be seen in a recent national news story. 

A Seal Beach doughnut-shop owner’s wife had a medical problem, and one 
individual asked the local community to help. People showed up at the store 
and bought doughnuts so that the owner could get to the hospital to help his 
wife with recovery. The news media picked up the story, and it went national 
and worldwide. 

That nostalgia for the community of the past is not gone. The major relief 
efforts after fires, tornadoes and hurricanes at times dwarf small local relief 
events. Local communities still take care of their neighbors. Thank you!

D.H.Coop is a retired fire/paramedic and retired teacher having taught IB and AP World History 
30 years. He continues to substitute, tutor and consult. www.HistoryDepot.com


